CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

JULY 2009 
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th July 2009.

Present:  Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman), Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Caddick, Cllr D Milligan, Wiltshire County Council - Cllr C Howard, PCSOs M Downham and P Royston
In Attendance: Nil

1. Apologies for Absence.  Cllr D Pike.
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda– Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007.  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.  Cllr P Caddick declared an interest in item 9.2.
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 15th May 2008 having been circulated, Cllr Caddick proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising.
5.1 Item 9.1.2.  Complaints procedure.  The Members adopted the draft as presented by the Clerk.
6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 KDC Litter Grant. 
Members directed the clerk to apply for the cleansing grant
6.2 SSLC – Finance Course

Members agreed that the Clerk should attend the course. (On application the course was fully booked) 
6.3 Area Board Highway Information.
6.4 Clerks & Councils Direct 
Items 6.3 & 6.4 to be circulated to Members
6.5 WALC Newsletter.

Members noted the Newsletter
6.6 NHS – Swine Flu letter.

After a detailed discussion Members agreed to actively look at ways to progress plans within the village to provide appropriate support within the national guidelines and to invite Mr B Caddick to the next meeting.
Action: Clerk & Cllr Caddick
7. Finance. 

7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 15th July 2009.

Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.

7.2 The Clerk having given a brief on the requirement for the Council to have an Assessment and Management of Risk Plan the Members directed the Clerk to draw up a draft plan and to present it at the next meeting.  

Action: Clerk

7.3 Having considered funding part of village hall fee for police surgery
Members RESOLVED to pay up to a maximum of £10 per surgery (IAW Local Government & Rating Act 1997 Sect 31).

8. Tidworth Area Board.
Cllr P Caddick reported that she had attended the inaugural meeting of the Tidworth Area Board on 6 July which was informative and well attended.  The main points were the explanation of the mechanism to raise issues to the Board and the process by which Wiltshire Council will respond to those issues raised to it by the Board, and the mechanism for applying for community grants.  The onus is on the PC to engage with the Board.  The next meeting is on 14 September and the Clerk is to attend if Cllr Caddick is unavailable.
Action:  Clerk & Cllr Caddick
9.
Planning. 

9.1 E/09/0870/FUL.   Alteration of woodshed to provide ancillary accommodation at Jollys Farm Chute Forest Wiltshire SP11 9DS for Biddesden Farm Partnership. Having considered the application 
Members RESOLVED to not raise any comments
9.2 Members have already written in the strongest possible terms to Wiltshire Council to express their unreserved condemnation of the wholesale destruction of hedgerows and trees in the plot adjacent to Jimila and requested to be informed if powers exist to insist that replacement (mature) trees and hedgerow are planted, to go some way to restoring the wildlife refuge that this area has been for many years.   The reply from Wiltshire Council stated that the matter was now in the hands of their legal department.  Members were informed that it was possible that the contractors had returned to the site and the Members directed the Clerk to inform Wilshire Council of this possibility.
Action:  Clerk
10.
Footpaths.
Cllr Close reported that he has yet to put up the sign on FP No 1 and that FP No 5 remains over-sown.
Action:  Clerk to write to Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council regarding FP No5.

11.
Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that a meeting is to be held next week to consider financial work that needs to be carried out.
12.
Village Hall.
Cllr Milligan reported the administration of the Village Hall Committee is not working and that this makes it impossible for him to conduct his role as the Council’s delegate to the Village Hall Committee.
13.  Roads.
Due to the absence of Cllr Pike no report was offered however it was noted that a lot of work has been carried out in the area.
14.
AOB. 

14.1 PC G Wilkins reported in a written report that he regretted that he was unable to attend.  He reported no crime over the last 2 months, however there was a minor Road Traffic accident and a report of loose horses.  PCSO Maria Downham reported the Police were intending to hold bimonthly “talkshops” in the Village Hall in order to better serve the Villages.  The need for bimonthly “talkshops” was questioned by the Members as they felt they may be an unnecessary burden on police resources and suggested that the intended frequency be reviewed after the first event.

Members noted the report.

14.2 WC Cllr Howard reported that “The first meeting of the Tidworth Area Board took place on 6th July and it was good to see a representative of every Parish Council there. Much of the meeting was taken up with explanations of how the board will work and introducing the Parish Council representatives to everyone concerned with the Area Board, including the Community Area Manager and representatives of the Tidworth Community Area Partnership, the Police, Fire and Rescue and the NHS.

Now that the initial formalities have been completed, the business of discussing local issues and how they can be tackled will start at the next meeting of the Area Board on 14th September at Tidworth.  A very good source of information about Area Boards can be found on the Wiltshire Council website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards .  Two big issues in Wiltshire are road repairs and collection of waste, and the whole Council is well aware how important these matters are. A great deal of work is being done on the roads, and the programme of repairs after the damage caused last winter is in hand and producing results. A further £1 million was made available for highway maintenance in February, and although a large number of repairs have been completed in recent weeks, much remains to be done.  So far as waste collection and recycling is concerned, Wiltshire Council is working on a programme to harmonise the arrangements for the four former district council areas so that the same service is provided across Wiltshire. I believe that further information about this will be available in the autumn.  I am now working on the wide range of issues which need to be tackled in my large Division area. Details of how I can be contacted are published on the Wiltshire Council website and elsewhere.”
Members noted WC Cllr Howard’s report and the Chairman thanked him for his ongoing support.
14.3 The Chairman gave Members a verbal resume of a letter sent to him by a member of the public regarding their dissatisfaction with the Wiltshire PCT out of hours service.  Having considered the matter the Members shared the concern and directed the Clerk to raise the matter to the Tidworth Area Board.  Moreover, WC Cllr Howard agreed to make contact with the member of the public with a view to him taking the matter up with Wiltshire PCT.
Action:  Clerk & WC Cllr Howard.

15. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 10th September 2009.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.10pm
Signed:
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